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Report Highlights: 

On July 17, 2023, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), published Office Memorandum (OM) L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542). 

The OM grants additional transition time to stakeholders before implementation begins on the 

requirement of the integrated veterinary health certificate (VHC) for the import of milk and milk 

products into India. The new date of implementation is set for December 31, 2023. The timeline has 

been extended to provide “Ease of Doing Business,” as well as support various representations received 

from industry stakeholders to delay implementation. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Department of 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying website http://dahd.nic.in. The Foreign Agricultural Service 

(FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, USDA, and/or the U.S. 

government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not 

officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local rules and 

regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use Google 

Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host sites will geo-block 

site access on a rolling basis].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On July 17, 2023, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/Department of 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), published Office Memorandum (OM) L-11/1/2019-

Trade (E-11542) (see, Appendix I). The OM grants additional transition time to stakeholders 

before implementation begins on the requirement of the integrated veterinary health certificate 

(VHC) for the import of milk and milk products into India. The new date of implementation is 

set for December 31, 2023. The timeline has been extended to provide “Ease of Doing 

Business,” as well as support various representations received from industry stakeholders to 

delay implementation.  

 

Major highlights of the DAHD’s Office Memorandum M L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542) 

include:  

 

1. The new integrated VHC for DAHD’s post-import clearance of milk and milk products 

will be required only if the Bill of Lading or date of issuance of the VHC from the 

exporting country extends beyond December 31, 2023.  

2. The DAHD clarifies that its provision mentioned in paragraph 4 of the previous OM 

(March 31, 2023) remain valid in the new OM as the exporting countries’ follow their 

country specific regulations. The provision allows the exporting country to issue a single 

VHC, certified by an Official Veterinarian or certificate with an annex as per its 

regulations.   

3. Certain exporting country regulations require the issuance of and certification of sanitary 

and food safety clauses by different agencies. In such cases, the DAHD specifies that the 

sanitary clauses should be certified by the Official Veterinarian and the food safety 

clauses by the Food Safety Officer. In those cases, that any exporting country issues a 

single certificate, certified by a single agency, covering both sanitary and food safety 

clauses, it should be certified by the Official Veterinarian.   

4. The sanitary and food safety clauses attestations should be in the format required by the 

DAHD and the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) respectively. The 

certificate issued is valid for 90-days from the date of issue. 

 

Background: 

 

On March 31, 2023, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/Department 

of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), published an integrated veterinary health 

http://dahd.nic.in/
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certificate for the import of milk and milk products into India. As a trade facilitation measure, an 

integrated VHC incorporating DAHD’s sanitary requirements, and the FSSAI’s food safety 

requirements was published. This integrated VHC was required to be certified by the exporting 

country those consignments being exported to India. 
 

Now with the publication of the Office Memorandum M L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542), the 

two Indian government agencies’ technical requirements are in alignment. The authority sought 

to implement this revised VHC with immediate effect. However, a transition period of 60-days 

from the date of publication of the office of memorandum is now being granted to facilitate the 

“Ease of Doing Business.” The 60-day grace period is applicable based on the arrival date of 

consignment.   

 

The full text of Office Memorandum M L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542) is found on the 

DAHD’s website located at: 

 

 https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM17July2023-

VeterinaryHealthCertificateForImportOfMilkAndMilkProductsIntoIndia.pdf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM17July2023-VeterinaryHealthCertificateForImportOfMilkAndMilkProductsIntoIndia.pdf
https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM17July2023-VeterinaryHealthCertificateForImportOfMilkAndMilkProductsIntoIndia.pdf
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APPENDIX 1: INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING - 

JULY 2023, REVISED OFFICE MEMORANDUM RELATING TO THE VETERINARY 

HEALTH CERTIFICATE FOR THE IMPORT OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


